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Detailed Action 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 11, 13, 16, 18,21,23-26 and 28-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Nagashima. 



With respect to claim 1 1 , Nagashima teaches an apparatus provided with a print 
function for printing an image specified by print data from an external apparatus 101- 
104 and a reading function for reading an original image (col. 5, lines 23-26), 
comprising: print function realizing means having a first mode (single copy mode) of 
realizing a print function with a smaller memory (upper or lower cassettes used) and a 
second mode (multiple copy mode) of realizing said print function with large memory 
capacity (where upper and lower cassettes are used, see col. 1 1 , lines 27-31 ; 
discriminating means 120 according to col. 13, line 55 - col. 14, line 12 for 
discriminating whether the print of the image specified by the print data from the 
external apparatus (readers 101—104) is to be realized by the first or second mode; 
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and control means 100 for allowing parallel execution of the printing and reading (col. 
20, lines 20-32; col. 23, lines 12-17 and col. 12, lines 12-17) and in the case of the 
second mode not performing a parallel operation, see col. 14, lines 60-66 and col. 12, 
lines 22-24. 

With respect to claims 13 and 18, Nagashima teaches the discrimination 
means 120 is adapted, based on print data from the external apparatus (readers 101- 
104) to judge whether said image print is to be realized by said first or second mode ( 
single or multimode). 

With respect to claim 16, Nagashima teaches a method (facilitated by RAM 
142 and ROM 141 in an apparatus shown by figure 3, for controlling a printing function 
for printing an image specified by print data from an external apparatus 101-104 and a 
reading function for reading an original image (col. 5, lines 23-26), comprising: print 
function realizing means having a first mode (single copy mode) of realizing a print 
function with a smaller memory (upper or lower cassettes used) and a second mode 
(multiple copy mode) of realizing said print function with large memory capacity (where 
upper and lower cassettes are used, see col. 1 1 , lines 27-31 ; discriminating step 
facilitated by means 120 according to col. 13, line 55 - col. 14, line 12 for discriminating 
whether the print of the image specified by the print data from the external apparatus 
(readers 101 — 104) is to be realized by the first or second mode; and control step 
facilitated by means 100 for allowing parallel execution of the printing and reading (col. 
20, lines 20-32; col. 23, lines 12-17 and col. 12, lines 12-17) and in the case of the 
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second mode not performing a parallel operation, see col. 14, lines 60-66 and col. 12, 
lines 22-24. 

With respect to claim 21 , Nagashima teaches an apparatus (provided in figure 
3) shown with a copy function (see col. 10, lines 55-62) for printing an original image 
read by reader means and a printing function for printing an image specified by print 
data from an external apparatus 101-104, comprising: discriminating means 120 
adapted, in the case of a request for copying in the course of a print job and to judge if 
a job is to be interrupted (data is interrupted when in the multiple mode data goes from 
reader to the MIMOU to the printer instead of bypassing the MIMOU. Nagashima 
teaches a control means 100 adapted, if the discrimination mans judges that the print 
job is to be interrupted to resume the print operation. See col. 21 , lines 30-36. 

With respect to claims 23 and 28, Nagashima teaches discriminating a job and 
determining if a sorting function is used. See col. 21 , lines 30-47 and col. 22, lines 24- 
27. 

With respect to claims 24 and 29, Nagashima teaches generating an image 
bit (from digital data taken from reading of originals) via external devices (readers 101- 
104) wherein the generation step is adapted if the control step interrupts the print job 
and executes parallel operation of the copy. See col. 21 , line 65 to col. 22, line 2. 

With respect to claims 25 and 30, Nagashima teaches resuming a copy 
operation after it has been interrupted. See col. 21 , line 65- col. 22, line 2. 
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With respect to claim to claim 26, Nagashima teaches a method of facilitating 
by RAM 142 and ROM 141 controlling an apparatus (shown by figure 3), provided 
with a copy function performed by external apparatus 101-104 and a print function 
performed by printers 111-118, comprising: print function realizing means having a first 
mode (single copy mode) of realizing a print function with a smaller memory (upper or 
lower cassettes used) and a second mode (multiple copy mode) of realizing said print 
function with large memory capacity (where upper and lower cassettes are used, see 
col. 1 1 , lines 27-31 ; discriminating step by means 120 according to col. 13, line 55 - col. 
14, line 12 for discriminating whether the print of the image specified by the print data 
from the external apparatus (readers 101 — 104) is to be realized by the first or second 
mode and to judge whether the print has been interrupted by a copy status, see col. 21 , 
lines 30-35 and col. 22, lines 28-35; and control means 100 for interrupting and 
executing a copy operation, see col. 21 , lines 65 - col. 22, line 2. 

Objected to as Containing Allowable Matter 

2. Claims 12, 14, 15, 17, 19, 20, 22 and 27 are objected to as being dependent 
upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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3. Examiner's Remarks 



With respect to applicant's argument found in the middle of page 1 1 , applicant contends 
that the readers 101-104 could not be an external device and simultaneously serve as 
the printing function. The examiner contends that the readers 101-104 are clearly 
external units. But, the examiner does not alleged that the readers perform a printing 
operation. However, the readers do initiate a print function in that image data that is 
scanned is transmitted to one of plural image forming means. The examiner does not 
allege that the external reading means 101-104 are printers. 

At the bottom of page 1 1 , applicant argues that Nagashima is silent with respect to the 
memory capacity. The examiner disagrees. The examiner contends that this limitation 
was addressed in the body of the office action where a first mode (single copy mode) 
uses a smaller memory in that the upper or lower cassettes are used. But in a second 
mode, (multiple copy mode) a large memory capacity is used where the upper and 
lower cassettes are used. Hence both a large and small capacity memory space is 
utilized. 
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With respect to applicant's argument found at the first full paragraph of page 12, 
applicant argues that there is no parallel operation of the printer and the reader that is 
discussed by Nagashima. The examiner respectfully disagrees. Col. 23, lines 12-17 of 
Nagashima clearly states that there is a simultaneous operation of the generation of 
image signals by the scanner and the transmission and reproduction of those signals by 
the image forming means. Hence, the operations are clearly performed in parallel. 

At the bottom of page 12, applicant contends that there Nagashima does not provide an 
element that addresses the control means. The examiner submits that control means 
100 serves the purpose intended by the claim as referred to in the April 2004 office 
action at page 3, last four lines of the first paragraph. 

With respect to applicant's argument regarding claim 21 found at the bottom of page 13, 
applicant contends that there is nothing in Nagashima that teaches or suggests the 
structure of both reading and printing. The examiner strongly disagrees. Figures 1 and 
3 of the reference clearly show both a reader and a printer. Moreover, col. 23, lines 12- 
17 teaches simultaneous application of a printing and reading function. 

In the first paragraph of page 14, applicant contends that Nagashima does not provide 
a discrimination means for determining whether an interruption is to be performed. 
Applicant has not provided a basis for this assertion. However, page 4 of the last office 
action set forth the discriminating means as element 120 forjudging if a job is to be 
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interrupted (that is data is interrupted when the multiple mode data goes from the 
reader to the MIMOU to the printer instead of bypassing the MIMOU. Nagashima 
teaches a control means 100, adapted, if the discrimination means judges that the first 
print job is to be interrupted. 

In view of the foregoing, the examiner contends the rejection should be maintained. 



4. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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5. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jerome Grant II whose telephone number is 703-305- 
4391 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mom. — Fri. from 9:00 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A. Williams, can be reached on (703) 305-4863. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 



J. Grant II 




